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Tri-County AOK Network Monthly Meeting Minutes
June 16, 2026 | 9-10:30 a.m.

“The Tri-County All Our Kids Early Childhood Network provides equitable, accessible, quality, and comprehensive system for all children birth to five and their families. We believe that every child deserves to reach their full potential, and we are committed to ensuring that all children have the opportunity to thrive.”
Attendance
Christopher Heider- CHAIL
Kara Prohaska- Bright Futures
Sarah Williams- TCHD
Ranisha Johnson- Brightpoint
Tiffany Kerr- Parent Ambassador, TCHD
Zoey Skinner- CHAIL
Dominica Rogers- OSF CHOI
Erin Stout- Bright Futures
Lisa Maynard- OSF CHOI
Kami McClure- SAL CCC
Tia Weatherington- Heartland Health Services
Morgan Murphy- Heartland Health Services
Felicia Farden- Birth to Five IL
Suzy Walker-Cortez- TWHS
Kari Clark- Birth to Five IL
Julie Dantone- Illinois Extension
Beth Beachy- TCHD
Erica Strunk- CFC #14
Rachel Ledbetter- TCHD
Patty Fountain- Brightpoint
Danielle Gregory- Parent Ambassador, TCHD
Kristina Gillis- AOK Family Engagement Specialist, TCHD
Sam Marsh- AOK Coordinator, TCHD 

Welcome & Icebreaker
· Introduce yourself and share an obscure fact about yourself and/or a talent you possess
Today’s Meeting Focus – End of FY26/What is AOK?
· What is AOK? What is our purpose?
· Conceptual Framework in Reverse

-Kindergarten should be ready for kids, not the other way around. -Erin Stout
-How can we expect kids to be kindergarten ready when it’s not developmentally appropriate? What is the definition of “kindergarten ready”? -Felicia Farden 
-Kristina asks for leads regarding people who should be at the table that aren’t.
-Patty Fountain suggests people who work in parks and recreation/sports for kids- promoting movement. Bringing people in from those organizations could be very beneficial.

· Targeted Problem

· FY26 Accomplishments

· FY27 - Considerations for new fiscal year
· Establishing workgroups for FY27 during July meeting

Post-It Activity 
- Rachel Ledbetter made a point about homeschooled/stay at home kids not having access to “high-quality learning” as their parents may not be trained in developmentally appropriate ways of teaching their children, these kids might fall behind when they enter preschool/kindergarten as a result. 

Positive Developmental Trajectory:
-The Y has a program similar to prescription for play where pediatricians can “prescribe” a fitness and nutrition 8 week program at the Y -Patty Fountain
-Erin Stout discusses how there’s a lot of ASQ work being done already, if partners could help expand that work, it would be great!
-Erica Strunk stated that getting people to report on the screenings they’ve done is like banging heads together. Discussed Child Find being the reporting entity, and that people are supposed to report their numbers to her. Chris Heider suggests a lunch and learn to refresh/train people who do the screenings how to report on their screenings****

Enrolled in high-quality early learning programs: 
-Have an event where all the programs come together in a neutral spot like a library to encourage more participation, and maybe one in each county. -Patty Fountain
-Erin Stout brings up a good point about people not knowing the difference between HeadStart, Bright Futures, Grow With Me, etc. And what counties they do serve/don’t serve. Funding makes this muddier for people to understand as well. 

Food Insecurity/Caregivers reporting increased depression:
-Chris Heider brings up a good point about varying levels of culinary knowledge/cooking supplies- maybe bringing back home ec style classes for parents/caregivers
-Patty Fountain brings up a good point about the need for can openers for people experiencing food insecurity. Not all cans have pull tabs. 
-Felicia Farden suggests if hosting an event where we are giving out can openers to parents, include resource guides/PA recruitment flyers as another route for getting information out to families.
-EatMoveSave website still up – Julie Dantone 
https://eat-move-save.extension.illinois.edu/
-Patty Fountain suggests creating a linktree (QR code to get to) with resources for parents/caregivers
-Erin Stout stated that Michelle Compton at Peoria City/County Health Department is starting a new workgroup related to food insecurity!
-Felicia Farden stated that their family engagement specialists are trained in Parent Café’s, but Birth to Five cannot provide funds for food, but if a partner wanted to team up… 

Other Updates
· Resource Guide
· T-shirts are in!
· AOK Newsletter
-Tiffany Kerr suggests doing a partner spotlight in the newsletter moving forward
-Erin Stout stated having a blurb about “what is home visiting?” Or other early childhood programs. And adding the QR code for the Grow with Me website, the milestones placard, etc. 
-Felicia Farden suggests a part about how home visiting affects families
-Sarah Williams suggests linking to the AOK website/TCHD website on the newsletter

· Learning through Nature/Social Emotional Learning presentation from Rock Island AOK Network Family Engagement Specialist, Sage Marske, OT
· Save the date – Wednesday, July 29
· Tazewell County Health Department - Tremont Location
· 2 Presentations, 10-12:30 and an 5:30-7 evening session

PA Updates: Tiffany Kerr shares about the Morton Farmers Markets she’s been attending/providing activities for kids and educational materials. 
Danielle shared about upcoming events she plans to attend with Tiffany. 
Partner Announcements
· OSF/Illinois Extension: Youth Gardening Program at St. Ann’s Garden of Hope in Peoria
· Every Tuesday until July 28 from 10-11 a.m. | kids ages 6-14
· Heartland Health Services: Back-to-School Bash at their Wisconsin location on July 8th from 3-6 p.m.
· Birth to Five Illinois is looking for new members for their Action Council and their Family Council 
· Bumps2Babies: June 27 from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. at Tazewell County Health Department – Pekin
· Contact Amanda Farnam if you would like to be a vendor at the event: afarnam@tchd.net
-Heartland food pantry at Wisconsin location- targeted to Hispanic community, will have a recipe with Hispanic staple food. -Tia Weatherington
-Julie Dantone with Illinois Extension- SNAP listening session coming up 
-Patty Fountain with Brightpoint- finally have a full-time therapist, working through referral wait list. Woodford County only 
-Felicia Farden with Birth to Five IL- Tazewell/Woodford/Mason needs representation for family/action councils. They need head start representation, dads, families with little to no economic resources, etc. New early childhood members for action council. 
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TPW IRIS Community
· Your Local IRIS Leadership Team:
· Rachel Ledbetter – WIC / Tazewell County Health Department
	rledbetter@tchd.net / 309-929-0277
· Kristina Gillis – AOK / Tazewell County Health Department
	kgillis@tchd.net / 309-929-0224 
· Sam Marsh- AOK / Tazewell County Health Department
 	smarsh@tchd.net / 309-929-0266
· Matt Collins – Carle Health / Trillium Place 
	matthew.collins@carle.com / 309-369-4455
· Mary Peterson – Peoria Police Department
	mpeterson@peoriagov.org / 309-494-8328
Next TPW IRIS Quarterly Meeting: 7/23/26 1:30-3 p.m. @ TWHS & Virtual
 
Next AOK Network Monthly Meeting
July 21, 2026 / 9-10:30 a.m. @ Tazewell Woodford Head Start
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