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Stephenson 
All Our Kids (AOK) Network Meeting
September 8, 2026
Time: 9:15 AM 

In Person
Freeport Public Library
100 E. Douglas St.
 Freeport, IL 61032
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ZOOM LINK OPTION:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85300775757 
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MINUTES


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~	  
Attendees: Pamela Williams, Bekah Randecker (AOK), Layla Walker, Julianne Vilchez (Parent Ambassadors), Toni Cummins (Believe in the Children), Vache Flemming (FSD #145), Rhonda Coleman, April Reed (Amity), Jennifer Beck (WIC), Barbara Davis (HFI), Lexzabet Alvarez-Torres (Brightpoint), Jilliane Toelke (SCHD), Lashay Epps (VOICES), Jessica Zuba (Head Start), Tashara Grandy (U of I Extention), Kaye Nichols (Freeport Park District), Stephanie Jones, Crystal Garkey (YWCA), Amy Pinkston (Moving Beyond Depression), Janelle Nelson (Hope WINS), Connie Kraft (United Way) (21)

Welcome & Introduction – Partners were asked to share their name, agency and share one thing that you are proud of accomplishing personally or professionally since the last meeting. 							
Updates on Initiative Workplans
Network Capacity Initiative
Promote Early Childhood Mental Health – We are looking to host a network wide youth mental health event, but we are looking to co-create this event and we need your help.  Please click on link to sign-up: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1zQU4Ol3RT5ObUPa9PkB_Ee86j9rRK_tMncW5yb3aMYA/edit?usp=sharing 

Building Connections: Families, Ambassadors, Leaders – We are seeking to identify agencies that have an active parent group and we hope to participate in a parent group meeting in October.  Please click the link to add your parent group information to the list and your interest in hosting the AOK local Staff in October. 
Please click on link to sign-up: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14HgLNl8zSTzh7Pob_YTG8VF8uQhZcRo5mDl5Ha0KumU/edit?usp=sharing 

Partnering with families for community-led change – The network voted to combine efforts in gathering parent feedback.  If you already conduct parent surveys in your individual programs and are willing to include the AOK parent questionnaire, please click the link to add your name to the list and we will contact you. 
Please click on link to sign-up:  
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Mw8NDOGNxB7Avn96ohX9K5Y_52J2bwXHpqKii8r6SsM/edit?usp=sharing 

Inclusive Communication Guide – The state team has encouraged us to break this work up over a three-year period.  Local staff will pivot their approach and break down and offer a section each year. 

Looking for another viewing option to watch/read or listen to collectively FY27 – Please click link to offer suggestions: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Gn-QjBUX291SjmCdxl8ucNbF7hIBtbM68qegxis4Ii4/edit?usp=sharing 

Early Childhood Collaboration Alignment 
· Beth Johnson is convening partners who offer similar services as AOK and will work to identify opportunities for alignment. Beth has reached out to all collaboration leaders in this region to get this approach started. 

Information & Referral Initiative
IRIS Workgroup - Pam, Linsey and Bekah (Pam)- The AOK Network Coordinator and co-chair Linsey McDanel will explore ways to engage more IRIS Partners, with some establishing sustainable IRIS plans. The workgroup has created a tracker form that will identify active and inactive partners, and we will begin recruitment effort to grow the IRIS network.

IRIS Training and Support Enhancement
IRIS Community of Practice Meeting held 8.31.2025 /6 Attendees- IRIS Partners are encouraged to attend quarterly meetings that are offered.

Family Resource Guides- English and Spanish guides are online for SC and physical copies are currently being printed. CC & JC being finalized. 

Digital weekly community events/resource booklet – Network partners are encouraged to share this weekly document as their own resource for the families that they serve.  The link can be posted to local websites and Social Media pages.  The link does not change from week to week, so please feel free to add it in a searchable spot and it will update automatically as changes are made to the original document. Please continue to share flyers that you would like to be included. Note: Fundraisers will not be shared in this booklet but posted on AOK Facebook Page. Copy link to share: https://canva.link/3kptfj5mnjpq5cu 

Local & State AOK Website Updates
· Meeting schedule/ meeting minutes added to the state webpage 
· Calendar of events added to webpage 
· Flyers distribution list maintained

Child and Family Initiative
Parent Leadership in Early Intervention – The quarterly Early Intervention newsletter is now available and ready for distribution.  Network partners are encouraged to distribute this newsletter to clients that you serve.  It is filled with helpful tips for families who are navigating the EI system, and it includes testimonials from parents with lived experience.  Click link to access EI Newsletter: https://canva.link/rv7om0itw97zhmo 

EI Parent Survey – Parents will have an opportunity to provide feedback and seek  additional support by clicking the link provided or scanning a QR Code to provide testimonials. 

Enhancing Early Childhood Outcomes Through Restored Coordination
Quarterly Early Intervention Workgroup meetings are being restored, Gabby is working to schedule the first EI meeting. If you feel like you could benefit from EI updates and collaboration, and are willing to support community developmental screening days, please contact Gabby to be added to the contact list.   gabrielle.brunner@roe8.org 

Child Abuse Prevention Campaign
Monthly newsletters- are available and network partners are encouraged to distribute newsletters with the families that they serve as well as on their social media platforms.  Each edition will provide helpful tips and tricks that families can use to address AOK’s areas of focus (Child Abuse, Developmental Screenings and Mental Health. CLICK LINK TO ACCESS NEWSLETTER: https://canva.link/ir4cahc7m3u971i 

Child Abuse Prevention Campaign Sign-Up: Looking for partners to assist with this year’s campaign. Click Link to sign-up: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KprW9I1fd7SmF1z4XjTpYsxi3Ma_6hhBU_4VMpf-Qf8/edit?usp=sharing 

Offering resources and support for families in crisis
Crisis nursery/ Extended Care Workgroup continues to meet monthly and are currently collecting feedback from families in the community to help identify the need for the Crisis and Extended care services- 
Click to access Community needs survey/Please share: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-LL3PFxByBZSnMDGatYbaWYnJPelekKf5KDCwTtzproiRLA/viewform 

Stronger together: Fostering Peer Support Among Parents
Library Link-Up - Jo Daviess County – Dates and locations have been identified and agencies that serve families in Jo Daviess County are encouraged to share flyers.  This library tour will take place between September – June. We are hoping to connect families to resources as well as build a community of support amongst themselves. Click link to access flyer:  https://canva.link/x5hrj7zdxasmeix 

Family Engagement Updates:
AOK Supported Events:
· Freedom fest - JC
· HHF - 40 Days of Peace Resource Fair - SC
· National Night Out - SC
· Hope WINS Backpack Bash- SC
· Back to school safety Bash -SC
· Stephenson County Farmers Market
· Scales Mound Resource Fair
· Chadwick/ Milledgeville Open House-CC
· Eastland- Back to school bash - CC
						

Welcome: Newest Network Partners
· Jessica Zuba - Head Start
· Deloris Horton-Johnson - The Salvation Army

Partner Updates:
WIC – The WIC Program was awarded the 2026 Breastfeeding Award of Excellence. Each year the Food and Nutrition Administration, Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children announces the WIC Breastfeeding Award of Excellence. The award recognizes local WIC agencies that have provided exemplary breastfeeding promotion and support activities. There was a total of 112 Gold Awards given. Illinois had 5 given and Stephenson County was one of them 🙂 Huge congratulation Jennifer Beck and the WIC staff!

Hope WINS: Offering a parent support group on the last Wednesday of each month and a family connection night on September 24th. Please see attached flyers. Huge congratulations on the purchase a new building, please see Open House flyer attached. 

VOICES: Hosting their annual Mum Sale September 9th -11th and Cubs Brat Stand September 26th 9AM-5:30 PM

Amity: Amity Attic is celebrating its 30th Anniversary, celebration will be held on November 2nd from 5:00 PM -7:00 PM.  Please be on the lookout for invites.  Amity also offers its pantry on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month.  Families in need should contact the Amity office at 815-233-0015 to schedule a pick-up. (Proof of residency required). Referrals can also be sent through the IRIS Referral System. 

FSD#145: Hosting annual resource fair on September 17th from 5-7PM. This event will be held at the Freeport Middle School on Empire St. Please see attached flyer for more details.

Freeport Park District: The Fall and Winter guide is now available Freeport Park District Program Guide, Fall - Winter 2026 by freeportparkdistrict - Issuu . Parters are encouraged to participate in the annual Trick or Treat Trail, please see attached letter for more details on how to participate.

Brightpoint: Seeking to fill the home visitor position that will serve Stephenson & Winnebago Counties.  It was also noted that families who experience transportation barriers could receive transportation to and from appointment and family engagement offerings.


10:15 AM 	Adjournment







image1.jpeg




